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« Tim. fr. 15 * Meditate wales give thyſelf wholly to them, that c 
faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo; 
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AN ACCOUNT, 


Sec. 


To every ſenſible obſerver, the great impor- 
, tance of the go/pe/ miniſtry muſt appear ſuffi- 
ciently evident, as it has a powerful and extenſive 
influence on ſociety ; and, to every religious cha- 
racter, ſtill more evident, becauſe a goſpel mi- 
niſtry is of divine inſtitution, and has been in all 
ages eminently owned as the means of begetting 
and nouriſhing the life of grace, directing men to 
the righteouſneſs of faith, the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt, and eternal glory. 


But, if the miniſtry of the goſpel * confeſ- 
ſedly of great moment, we muſt alſo admit that 
academical inſtitutions, which have, for their 


object, 


Fe 

object, a ſuitable preparation for the miniſtry, are 
proportionally momentous. Though a gracious 
heart and good natural abilities, are the primary 
qualifications for. the miniſterial work, and the 
influences of the divine ſpirit the principal cauſe 
of all uſefulneſs, yet this is not an argument 
againſt licerature and the ſtudy of improvement, 
fince God produces effects, in grace as well as 
nature, by the uſe of means. And, if ſome mi- 
niſters have been «/eful without previous academic 
ſtudies, it is ſufficient to obſerve, that they might 
have been more /o with thoſe preparatory aids, 


A conſideration of the importance of the goſpel 
miniſtry; and particularly of an academical infli- 
tution, founded on the beſt principles, and con- 
ducted in a proper manner, gave riſe, about forty 
years ago, to a Society for educating young 
< Men for the work of the miniſtry, in the Weſt 
& Riding of the County of York.” At firſt, a few 
miniſters: and gentlemen in London deliberated on 
ſome happy method of diſpelling the cloud of 
ec Socinian darkneſs then ſpreading over the 
© northern counties of England,” to uſe their 
oven words, by which many congregations might 
be bleffed with godly preachers, found 1 in | the faith 
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Accordingly, on May 24, 1456, a focicty was 
formed of miniſters and other gentlemen, for this 
purpoſe ; when they agreed to ſupport an academy 
in the north of England, as a probable mean of 
raiſing the intereſt of religion in that part of the 
kingdom. At the ſame time it was unanimouſly: 
agreed, That the Rev.James ScoTrT, of Heckmond- 
wike, be employed in the education of young men 
in grammar learning and academical ſtudies.— 
That the great deſign of obtaining a converted 
miniſtry might be properly forwarded, it was 
agreed, That no young man be propoſed until 
he hath produced an account, in writing, of the 
reaſon of his hope, and of what he apprehends to 
be the principal doctrines of chriſtianity.” It 
was alſo agreed, „That no ſtudent ſhould be 
taken under the care of the ſociety *till he hath 
been three months with tne tutor, at the expence 
of the ſociety, for the trial of his abilities and ap- 
plication to ſtudy ; and that the tutor be defired 
to acquaint the ſociety with his opinion of each 
young man, upon the expiration of the time al- 
loted for ſuch a trial.“ 


The ſucceſs of that undertaking hath been 
eminently great; places have been ſupplied with 
faithful and valuable miniſters in Yorkfhire, Lan- 
Nur, Derbyſhire, Cheſhire, Meſtmoreland, Sc. 

| A2 | The 


Co): 


The ſtreams of this fountain have been fignally 
bleſſed for refreſhing and making fruitful many 
congregations which were like a dry and barren 
wilderneſs. | 


55 Such was the origin and uſefulneſs of that in- 
gitution, under the patronage of the ſociety, and 
| the. labours of the Rev. JaMEs Scorr, whoſe 
praiſe i is yet in the churches, and who continued 
tutor till his death, which took place in January, 
1783. + Not long after, the Reverend SAMUEL 
WALKER ſucceeded. As he was fixed at North- 
euram, the academy was removed thither. And, 
though it ſoon appeared that the important poſt 
was not filled with equal ſatisſaction to the public, 
many uſeful miniſters were brought up there in 
ery of twelve ns" * 


Some 


228 10 | | ; ; 
+ An excellent painting of this venerable man, 25 inches by 30, | 


was lately preſented to the academy, by Mzx.SamveL MARSHALL, 
of Sbeffeld, to whom the inſtitution is yet further indebted, 


* It may 2 the hh to, have hw a liſt inforted of perſons 
educated in this academy, from its riſe t6 its diſſolution. The 


writer of this cannot auſwer for the correctneſs of the liſt, but it is 
uy | | | the 


1 


Some years before the diffolution- of the old 


academy, the public, and particularly the churches 


in 


the moſt correct he could procure. Thi beer 4. aficr > nanis 
denotes that the perſon is deceaſed. 


By the Rev. Mr. Scar, of Heekmoadwite: 


Waldegrave, 
Prieſtley, 
Plumbe, 
Allott, 
Popplewell, 
Tetley, 
Gurnall, 
Tunſtall, 4. 
Pratman, 
Lambert, 
Toothill, 
Armitage, 


St. Edmunds Bury, Suffolk, 


Jewin Street, 
Nottingham, d. 
Forton, 


Beverley, 


Landen 


„„ 
u TorbAijre, grew diffatisfied, and the ſubſcrip- 
tions were conſiderably reduced. However, the 
4 charity 


Grimſhaw, Forton, Lancaſhire, be 
Gill, | Market Harbro? Leiceſterſhire. 
Walker, Northouram, Yorkſhire, d. 


Northend, Haſlingden, Lancaſhire. 
Grundy, Lutterworth, Leiceſterſhire; 
Sykes, Gueſtwick, Norfolk. 

Bruce, Liverpool, Lancaſhire. 

Þ Pickles, America, d. | 

a Sharp, Wigan, Lancaſhire: 

i Cockin, : Halifax, Yorkſhire, 

| Wearing, |  Rendhaam, Suffolk. 

| Sutcliffe, Chapel-cn-le Frith, Derbyſhire. 

( Blackburn, Delph, © Yorkſhire. 
Kenworthy, = Warrington, Lancaſhire. 
Rhodes, | New York, North America. 
Hogg, Thrapſtone, mee 
Stephenſon, | Trowbridge, Wiltſhire, 


Simpſon, Hoxton, +17 London. 
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charity that ſuffereth long, is kind and not eaſily 
provoked, prevented precipitate ſteps: it was wil- 


B 
Smelley, | Grimſby, 
Toathill, Rainford, 


lingly 


Lincolnſhire. 
Lancaſhire. 


The following were transferred to Mr. Walker. 


Howlton, Saffron Walden, 
Senior, Elſwick, 
Wood, declined the Miniſtry. 
Whiteley, Tockholes, | 
Peele, ' Workington, 

Kirkby, Creek, 

Dawſon, Keyworth, 
Plummer, Whitley, 

Laird, TP Pudley, 

Lyndall, Bridlington, 


Eſſex, | 
Lancaſhire, d. 
Lancaſhire. 
Cumberland, 
Norfolk. 
Nottinghamſhire. 
Yorkſhire, d. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 


By the Rev. Mr. Walker, of Northouram, 


Waſs, d. while a Student. | 
Tomlinſon, d. while a Student: 


Brettell, Gainſbrough, 
Maurice, | Fetter-lane, 

Crowther, Clare, 

Vint, Idle, 

Hindle, Haſlingden, 

Sowden, Horton, 

Reyner, | Bulhouſe, 

Hollingworth, Brighouſe, 

Boothroyd, Pontefract, 

Smith, Gatley, 


Stirrett, Keighley, 


_ Lincolathire, 


Londoa. 
Suffolk. 
Yorkſhire. 
Lancaſhire, d. 
Yorkſhire. 
Ditto, d. 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Cheſhire. 
Yorkſhire, d. 
Crowther 7 


(*Y-1 
In Torhfijre, grew difiatisfied, and the ſubſcrip- 
dens were conſiderably reduced. However, the 


| charity 
Grimſhaw, PForton, N Lancaſhire, | 
Gill, Market Harbro* Leiceſterſhire. 
Walker, Northouram, | Yorkſhire, d. 
Hollingwortli, | declined the Miniftry. 
Northend, Haſlingden, Lancaſhire, 
Grundy, Lutterworth, Leiceſterſhire. 
Sykes, Gueſtwick, Norfolk. | 
Bruce, Liverpool, Lancaſhire. 
Pickles, America, d. 8 | 
Starp, Wigan, Lancaſhire: 
Spencer, d. - 
Ron, Halifax, | Yorkſhire, 
Wearing,  Rendiam, Suffolk, 
Sutcliffe, Chapel-en-le Frith, Derbyſhire. 
Blackburn, Delph, ' _ Yorkſhire. 
Kenworthy, | Warrington, Lancaſhire. 
Rhodes, New York, North America. 
Hogg, Thrapftone, Northamptonſhires 
| ' | Trowbridge, Wiltſhire. 6 
Simpſon, Hoxton, London. 
Wiblby, Aoeclined the Miniſtry. 885 
Bruce, Wakefield, VFVorkſhire. 
—— vd ˙—·¹1  Ortordthice,. 
Wilkinſon, Hoden, . Yorkſhire. 
Tapp, | South Cave, Ditto. 
Bartlat, © New Malton, Ditto. 
Townſend, Darwen : Lancaſhire, 
—— Tintwiſtle, Cheſhire, 


(9) 
charity that ſuffereth long, is kind and not eaſily 
provoked, prevented precipitate ſteps: it was wil- 


B lingly 
Smelley, Grimſby, Lincolnſhire, 
Toothill, Rainford, Lancaſhire. 


The following were transferred to Mr. I alter. 


Howlton, Saffron Walden, Eſſex, | 
Senior, Elſwick, Lancaſhire, d. 
Wood, declined the Miniſtry. 

Whiteley, Tockholes, lancaſhire. 
Peele, Workington, Cumberland, 
Kirkby, Creek, Norfolk. 
Dawſon, Keyworth, N Nottinghamſhire. 
Pluramer, Whitley, Yorkſhire, d; 
Laird, Pudſey, Ditto. 


Lyndall, Bridlington, Ditto. 
By the Rev. Mr. Walker, of Nortbouram, 


Tomlinfon, d. while a Student: 


Brettell, Gainſbrough, Lincolnſhire. 
Maurice, Fetter-lane, London. 
Crowther, Clare, Suffolk. 

Vint, Idle, Yorkſhire. 
Hindle, Haſlingden, Lancaſhire, d. 
Sowden, 2 Horton, Yorkſhire. 
Reyner, Bulhouſe, Ditto, d. 
Hollingworth Brighouſe, Ditto, 
Boothroyd, Pontefract, 1 
Smith, SGatley, Cheſhire. 


stirrett, Keighley, Yorkſhire, d. 
Crowther 3 
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lingly hoped that affairs would aſſume a better 
aſpect, and the neceſſary reformation would take 
place ; but theſe charitable hopes were followed 
with diſappointments. At length, deciſive mea- 


ſures were adopted for the revival of the old, or 
the inſtitution of a new academy on a plan a little 


more enlarged. 


WiLLIAaM FULLER, Eſq. of London, was, 
from the beginning, an aCtive and liberal en- 
courager of the York/hire academy; he was alſo 
the treaſurer, and, as the ſubſcriptions came in 
very ſlowly, was, of courſe, a conſiderable loſer. 
This indication of the determined mind of the 
country, induced him to write as follows: 


6 TO 
Crowther, Stockport, Cheſnire, d. 

Laycock, | Pitfgrove, Weſt Jerſey, N. A. 
Hinchliff, E W Yorkſhire. 
Dewhurſi, Keighley, Ditto, 
Sugden, Moor-green, | | -— Nottinghamſhire. 
Taylor, Rat” Oilet, | Yorkſhire. 
ft - Bury, . | Lancaſhire. ; 2 


| Batley, Marple- bridge, Derbyſhire. 


t 
« TO JOSHUA WALKER, ESQ. 


London, June 27, 1794. 


e Dean SIR, 


„ Yeſterday, the ſociety that has ſupported 
the academy at Nertheuram had a general meet- 
ing: on examining my accounts, it appeared, 
that I am in advance 3451. and, in conſequence, 
came to a reſolution, that it was no longer prac— 
ticable to continue the academy in its preſent 
ſlate, the finances being ſo much reduced ; there- 
fore Mr. WALKER could be no longer conſidered 
as tutor to that ſeminary, The way is now open 
for gentlemen in the country to ſhew their zeal 
to eſtabliſh an academy in the neighbourhood of 
Halifax, or ſome other populous part of the coun- 
ty. The ſupport and conduct of it muſt depend 
upon the contributions in the country, as well as 
the choice of a tutor; in which I hope they will 
be happily directed to one with all deſirable quali- 
fications, and I hope there are gentlemen in Lon- 
den who will contribute towards the expence of 
ſuch an important inſtitution. 


« ] am, with great eſteem, &c. 
I W. F ULLER.“ 
> 


(0:3 

In conſequence of this letter, the ſubject of 
the academy occupied the warmeſt attention of 
ſeveral gentlemen and miniſters: Mr. 8 
Wa KER went to a meeting of miniſters at Ho! 
firth, and communicated the contents to —.4 
preſent, when Mr. Mook Hovsk was requeſted to 
write a circular letter, which is here ſubjoined; 


& Huddersfieid, July 12, 1794. 
6% Rev. Six, 


« I am ordered to inform you, that at our 
monthly leEture, held at Holmfirth, on the gt th 
inſtant, ſeveral letters were read from Mr. Fol- 


LER, of London, poſitively declaring, that Mr. 
WALKE? had been diſmiſſed from being tutor of 


| the Yorkflire academy, and requeſting the country 
miniſters to take the matter into their own hands. 
It was, therefore, reiolved to call a general meet- 
ing of miniſters and gentlemen, to deliberate _ 
upon the choice of a proper perſon to fill up that 
important office; and alſo to form a general judg- 
ment, ſo far as can be done, reſpecting the proſ- 
pect of ſupporting the above declining inſtitu- 
tion, by contributions from the ſeveral congrega- 
tions in this county w__ adjacent parts. The 
meeting 


(3+ 3 


meeting to be held on Wedneſday the zoth inſt. 
at Leeds, Your attendance, Sir, if poſhble, and 
2 friend with you, is earneilly requeſted, but if 
not, then your letter, previous to the meeting, 
will be gratefully acknowledged by, &c. 


„ W. MOORHOUSE.” 


Accordingly, a general meeting was held at 
74 75 36," 17% e 
niſters and twelve lay gentlemen, when the fol- 
lowing reſolutions were adopted :—* That an 
academy, eſtabliſhed upon a reſpectable footing, 
in ſuch a ſituation as ſhall be judged moſt eli- 
gible, will be of the greateſt importance to the 
promotion of religion: That it is the opinion of 
the mceting, that ſo much of a plan, read by the 
Rev. Mr. KENnNEDy, as reſpects the appointment 
of two tutors for the propoſed academy, be recom- 
mended: I hat the ſtudents ſhall be put under 
the care of the Rev. T. Vixr, until the plan of 
the propoſed academy be finally arranged: That 
a committee, conſiſting of ten perſons, five of 
whom to make a ue um, be appointed, for the 
purpoſe of collecting and receiving propoſitions 
from the repreſentatives of any churches, and 
holding correſpondence with them, or any others, 

| | whereby 
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whereby the deſign of eſtabliſhing an academy 
upon a reſpectable plan may be beſt promoted; 
and to report their proceedings at a general meet · 
ing of the repreſentatives of churches, to be held 
at Halifax, on the eleventh day of Sept. next.— 
That it be recommended to all the gentlemen pre- 
ſent, to lay this buſineſs before their reſpective 
congregations and friends, to ſolicit their aſſiſtanc e 
in promoting a plan of the ſaid academy, and to 
attend tlie aboye meeting, in order to arrange the 
buſineſs of this inſtitution.— Thot it be recom- 
mended to the committee (to be appointed) that 
ſuch parts of the proceedings of this meeting as 
may be thought neceſſary, be immediately printed, 
and ſent io all the churches in connexion, re- 
queſting their ſentiments upon the ſame, addreſſed 
to the Rey. W. Mook HosE, Huddersfield, on or 
before the third day of September next enſuing.” 


At this meeting a committee was formed con- 
fiſting of five miniſters, and five other gentlemen, 
who were © requeſted to take ſuch ſteps, and bring 
torward ſuch a plan, at the general meeting, as may 

tend to bring the buſineſs to a ſpeedy iſſue.” Ac- 
cordingly, a committee meeting was held at Hud- 
dersfield, the 15th of Auguſt, 1794, by whom the 
following memorial and ſeveral reſolutions were 
drawn vp :—* When this part of. the kingdom 

| Was 
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was almoſt covered with groſs darkneſs, and very 
little evangelical preaching, or knowledge of the 
truth, was found in this or the adjoining counties, 
it pleaſed the merciful Parent of the univerſe fo 
to order, in the courſe of divine Providence, that 
an academy ſhould be inſtituted, for the purpoſe 
of educating pious young men for the miniſtry.— 
This inſtitution, which has continued for near 
forty years, has, by the bleſſing of God, been of 
ſpecial ſervice to the churches of Chriſt, and, in 
the general, anſwered all the deſigns and wiſhes 
of the benevolent ſupporters thereof. Uſeful, 
laborious miniſters have been raiſed up, and called 
forth, to preach the goſpel in many places where 
no ſuch thing had been heard for many years, 
perhaps for ages, — ſo that not only we, but num- 
bers of the churches, have cauſe to be n. 
thankful for the gracious event. 


The above academy being now vacant, and 
the preſent age requiring as much, if not more 
than ever, that miniſters of the goſpel ſhould be 
acquainted with the different branches of litera- 
ture, we judge it our indiſpenſable duty to come 
forward and exert all our abilities, truſting that 
our friends in general will gladly afford their 
aſſiſtance, both with their advice and property, 
not only to ms but alſo to enlarge, an inſti- 


tution 


t 16) 
tution of ſuch importance to the cauſe of Chriſt; 
and the ſpiritual welfare of fouls, in future ages: 


with theſe views, your committee has unanimouſly 
reſolved,” &c.* 


On September 11, 1794, the propoſed general 
meeting was held at Halifax, when the following 
addreſs and reſolutions were propoſed and ſanc- 
tioned. © To the friends of religion :—An able 
_ goſpel miniſtry has ever been conſidered one of 
the greateſt bleſſings which God has beſtowed 
upon the chnrch,—and various are the means 
which he has adopted, in different ages, to fur- 
niſh men for that important office. When ſerious 
men, who wiſhed to preach the goſpel among the 
diſſenters, where their labours were much wanted, 
found the national ſeminaries ſhut againſt them, it 
pleaſed the great Head of the church to put it in 
the hearts of ſome well diſpoſed gentlemen, in 
London, to inftitute an academy in the Weſt Rid- 
2 of Tortzſtire, for the inſtruction of ſuch as in- 
tended 


4 The relations of this committee meeting, being in ſome inſtances 
either altered or annulled by thoſe of the genera! meeting, are here 
omitted; but thoſe which are finally confirmed will be inſerted in 
the reſolutions of the next general meeting. This method, to ayoid 
- unneceſſary repetitions, will be obſerved reſpecting all future reſo- 

lutions, | | 
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tended to enter upon that ſacred work. This 
academy, which has ſubſiſted near forty years, 
has ſerved many valuable purpoſes. to the church 
of Chriſt in this part of the kingdom. The great 
diſtance of it, however, from the metropolis, 
where its benevolent ſupporters and directors 
moſtly reſided. has, for ſome years, cireumſeribed 
its uſefulneſs, and required an alteration ſuitable 
to the increaſing demands of the public. 


6 Thoſe gentlemen in London, therefore, who 
formerly ſupported the above academy, having 
lately declared it vacant; and requeſted the coun- 
try miniſters and gentlemen to take it into their 
own hands, it was agreed at a general meeting, 
convened at Iced, on the 3oth of July laſt, that 
an Academy, upon à more reſpectable plan, was 
highly neceſſary for the intereſt of religion in this 
part of the country; and, in order to promote 
this defarable inſtitution, they appointed a com- 
mittce, compoſed of five miniſters and five lay- 
gentlemen, to digeſt a plan to be laid before their 
next general meeting, at Halifax, on the 11th of 
September. The genera} meeting this day received 
the report of their committee, and, having con- 
fidered it maturely, adopted it, with ſome im- 
provements, as the plan on. which they wiſhed 
the academy to be conducted, as evidently cal- 
| T | culated 


« ws ) 
culated to ſecure many ſolid advantages to the 
church of Chriſt, and appointed it to be laid before 
the public for their approbation. But as this en- 
larged, improved plan, which ſeems to promiſe ſo 
many advantages, cannot be carried into execu- 
tion without the liberal exertions of the generous 
public, this meeting conſider it their duty to ſolicit 
the united efforts of the friends of religion, to ſup- 
port a cauſe in which their deareſt intereſts are fo 
deeply concerned, not doubting, that they will 
chearfully ſubſcribe to an inſtitution, the neceſ- 
fity and utility of which are fo univerſally ac- 
knowledged.“ * ABER 


The reſolutions of this meeting, which con- 
tinue in force, are as follows:“ That this aca- 
demy be conſidered as a new inſtitution: That it 
appears to this general meeting highly expedient 
to the intereſts of religion, that an academy 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed in ſome adjoining part, to 
inſtruct ſerious young men, with a view to the 
miniſtry, in the different branches of literature 
and divinity ; that tney may come forth with a 
proſpect of being more acceptable to the public, 
and more uſeful in the Lord's vineyard, than 
otherwiſe they could be: That, convinced of the 
ſuperior advantages to be expected from two tutors, 
this meeting adopt this enlarged plan: That the 

, election 
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election of both tutors ſhall be made by a majority 
of miniſters and gentlemen, at a general meeting 
to be held for that purpoſe, who ſhall then have 
become ſubſcribers for themſelves or their reſpec- 
tive congregations: That no perſon ſhall be 
choſen tutor, or ſub-tutor, but ſuch as are of 
moſt approved piety, learning, diligence, fidelity, 
and Calviniſtic Independent Diſſenters; and if 
they, who are choſen, ſhould afterwards depart 
from their once profeſſed Calviniſtic principles, 
the tubſcribers, on being convinced of this change 
of ſentiments, ſhall, at their annual meeting 
called for that purpoſe, be at liberty to diſmiſs 
them: That the intention of the ſubſcribers may 
be fully carried into execution, they ſhall chooſe, 
out of their own number, a committee of twenty- 
four (twelve of whom ſhall be miniſters and 
twelve laymen) to whom the management of the 
academy ſhall be intruſted: * That on the firſt 
Wedneſday in June, f annually, there ſhall be a 

75 general 


* The committee meeting was here appointed to be held quarterly, 
dut is now fixed for the firſt M edaeſday in January every year. The 
principal Hated object of it, deſide the ordinary buſineſs and welfare 
of the inſtitution, is to examine and finally admit ſuch young men as 
were admitted in September preceding, as probationers. 


+ The principal ated obje& of the general meeting is, to witneſs 
the proficiency of the ſtudents, in addition to what the above rule 
ſtates. Theſe arc the only meetings in the year ſtatedly held; but 
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general meeting of the ſubſcribers, in the aca- 
demy, when the mi» utes of the committee ſhall 
be read and ſigned, and a new committee choſen 
for the enſuing year. If any amendment ſhall ſug- 
geſt itſelf to the committee, they ſhall lay it be- 
fore the next general meeting. That the general 
meeting ſhall annually appoint a treaſurer and de- 
puty-treaſurers, in the ſeveral diſtricts of the 
country, who ſhall receive the ſubſcriptions and 
collections, and tranſmit them to the treaſurer 
once a year, to be laid by him beſore the next 
general meetir g. That the public may feel them- 
ſelves intereſted in this inſtitution, it may be pro- 
per that every congregation, who ſhall contri- 
bute to the ſupport thereof, ſhall have the power 
to ſend one perſon to act for them at all the ge- 
nera ! meetings, and ſhall have a printed flatement of 
the academy laid before them every year; and that 
every perſon, who ſubſcribes one guinea annually, 


may attend all general meetings, and vote in his | 
own individual right, 


% That no ſtudent ſhall be admitted into the 
academy for any other profeflional purpoſe what- 
5 ever, 


in caſe of unexpected important buſineſs, a ſpecial committee 
meeting is called. The deciſions of the committee, whether ſtated 
or ſpecial, are finally ſubmitted to the general meeting. 
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ever, but that of being better qualified for the mi- 
niſtry. That none but truly ſerĩious men be edu- 
cated for the ſacred miniſtry; ſuch as w/ to enter 
the a:ademy ſhall bring @ recommendation from the 
miniſter and church to which they belong, as per- 
fons who know the power of divine grace upon 
their own hearts; that, along with this recom- 


mendation, they produce, in writing, reaſons of the 
hape that is in them: and the committee them- 


{elves ſhall then examine them, as to their reli 
gious and moral conduct, and qualifications for 
entering upon an education for the important 
work they have in yiew. That none be admitted 
but ſuch as poſſeſs a competent ſhare of natural 
abilities for learning, the committee ſhall allow 
thoſe who apply for admiſſion liberty to remain 
in the academy, at the public expence, from 
to —— ;* when, if they give ſatisfaction, they 
ſhall be finally admitted : and that admiſſion ſhall 
not take place at any other time of the year. That 
every ſtudent, except ſuch as are able and willing 
to ſupport themſelves, ſhall have education, board 

| TIE | and 


* The time, ſpecified in the reſolution, was « the firſt Fed. 
neſday in September, till the firſt IF edneſday in December z** but it has 
been ſauce fixed © from the fir? day of September,” or as ſoon aſter 
as poſſible, © to the firf Hein in NE OY a exami - 
nu nation by the committee. 
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and lodging -GXAT1s, together with the uſe of 
ſuch neceſſary books + as may be in the academy, 


during his refidence there. Such as are able and 
willing to ſupport themſelves, ſhall be allowed 


the benefit of education only. That every ſtu- 
dent, at his admiſſion, ſhall promiſe to continue 
at the academy four years; but the committee 
ſhall always enjoy a diſcretionary power of 
Mortening his time Fl attendance, as his abilities, 

and 


I Tt may be noticed here, that the bra of the old inflitution 


has been purchaſed by the committee, that they voted 201. for the 


repairirg of it, and the purchaie of ſome books immediately 
wanted—that, in the courſe of the laſt year, Joszyy WaLxEs, 
Eſq. made a liberal preſent of truly excellent books, on general 
literature, to the library, to the full value of 100l. And, in January 
laſt, Tromas WALKER, Elq. made a donation of 100l. ſor the ſame 
Iaudable purpoſe. It may occur to ſome, who are not much con- 
verſant with libraries, that ours is of ſufficient ſize, and that we 
need no more; but it ſhould be remarked, that the eld library 
was indeed very ſmall for:a public one, as well as in bad condition 
and that our collection, though choſen with care, is far from 
being full and complete. We, therefore, ſtill hope, that theſe ge- 
nerous examples will not be viewed in a light unfriendly to its fur- 
ther increaſe. Our principal deficiency, however, is the want of 
an uſeful apparatus; but we muſt acknowledge with gratitude, 
that we are not entirely deſtitute of encouragement in that reſpect; 
for, by the chearful contribution of ſome Ladies in the neighbour- 
hood for a large, new pair of globes, on the beſt conſtruction, with 
recent improvements by Dr, Hz RSCREI a good foundation is laid. 


Cc I 


and the public ns ſhall render Ne 
dient. 


« That the undivided attention of the young 
men may be given to the important buſineſs for 
which theyare admitted upon the inſtitution, they 
| ſhall not be permitted to preach for the firſt three 
years, except during the vacations, but ſhall dilt- 
gently apply themſelves to their preparatory 
ſtudies ; in the 4th year, and 5th if they remain, 
they ſhall preach only when they obtain liberty 
from the tutors and committee. That the com- 
mittee ſhall, at every meeting, take an account 
of the conduct of all the ſtudents, and of their 
proficiencies in their ſtudies, and ſhall appoint 
exerciſes, which they ſhall hear in rotation, dur- 
ing the whole time they are in the academy, and 
ſnall diſmiſs any whom "_ 3 Wan, 
* or pita 702 


. That the education of youth may be carried 
on with method and order, the following, or ſome 
ſimilar plan, is recommended to the committee to be 
appointed, viz. The firft year to be ſpent in the 
ſtudy of the Engliſh and Latin languages, and the 
art of compoſition. The ſecond year, they ſhall 
ſtudy the Latin and Greek languages, and ſhall 
attend, every lawful day, a lecture on ſome. 

branch 
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branch of logic or moral philoſophy, and another 
on divinity. The Aird year, betide the ſtudy of 
Latin and Greek, they ſhall enter upon the ſtudy 
of the Hebrew language, and ſhall attend, every 
day, a lecture on ſome branch of mathematics ox 
natural philoſophy, and another on divinity — 
The fourth year ſhall be ſpent in the ſtudy of 
Church Hiſtory and Divinity.“ Thoſe whoſe 
ſuperior abilities for learning entitle them to a 
fifth year, ſhall employ it in reviſing and perfect- 
ing thoſe ſtudies in which they are moſt defective, 
and ſhall be carried forwards in the higher 
branches of literature. 


c That the public be not impoſed upon, no 
ftudent- ſhall leave the academy to preach till he 
has obtained a regular certificate, ſigned by the 
tators and committee: which certificate ſhall be 
conſidered as his recommendation to the work of 
the miniſtry. That the plan adopted this day 
ſhall be immediately printed, and ſent to all the 
congregations, for the names of all who chooſe to 
become ſubſcriders ; .and that, if the ſubſcriptions 


fall 


be reader will recolle&, that 57. 8 is only . 
to the committee, whoſe proper province it is, in conjunction with 


the tutors, who are always of the committee, to determine the 
ous and mode of education for the time bei: „g. 
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fall ſhort of the annual expenditure, the ſeveral. 
congregations, which take part in this inſtitution, 
be deſired to aſſiſt in making up the ſaid defi- 
ciency, by an annual collection. That on Wed- 
neſday, the 8th of October next, there ſhall be a 
general meeting of the ſubſcribers at. Huddersfcell— 
to elect tutor the committee the place where 
the academy ſhall be fixed the ſalary of the 
tutors and every other thing relative to the ſaid 


inſtitution - that the academy — 1 be n as 
on: Monde 


3 a general meeting was held, at 
Huddersfield, October 8, 1794, when it was re- 
Velved e. That it appears, from the ſtatements 
given. to the meeting, that the different congre- 
gations, together with friends in London, will 
raiſe, annually, ſuch ſums as will ſupport the aca- 
demy, if it be put upon the reſpeQable footing 
which has been held out to the public; in the 
printed ſtatement of laſt meeting That Josnua 
WALKER, Eſq. be appointed Treaſurer to this in- 
ſtitution. That the miniſters of the different 
congregations do collect the ſubſcriptions, and” 
remit chem to the treaſurer or to his order. That 
as there are many circumſtances in reſpect of in- 
formation, which render a town eligible, and 
others in reſpe& of retirement, which render a 
country ſituation adviſeable—it appears to this 


D meeting, 
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meeting, that the advantages of both, without 
any matetial diſadvantages, may be enjoyed, in a 
retired ſituation, in the neighbourhood of ſome 
large town, and, therefore, that: ſuch a fituation 
is moſt defirable * That the following gentle- 
men be appointed as a committee, for carrying 
into execution the intention of the ſubſcribers, 
Wy to thong nr fixed by the laſt _— 


R 


Rev. Mr. Brewer, Rev. Mr. Bennett, Rev. Mr. Vint, 


Mr. Moorhouſe, Mr. Cock in, Mr. Hudſon, 
Mr. Dawſon, Mr. Blackburn, Mr. M*Quhae, 
Mr. Galland, Mr. Anlezark, Mr. Hale: 
= — Ki LAY-GENTLEMEN, e 5 
Mr. walker, a Mr. Houghton, os Naylor, 
Mr. Whittenbury, Mr. Clapham, , Mr. Ayden, 
Mr. Spear, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Aſkwith, 
Mr. ö | Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. bd: 
= « That every incitement be exhibited to the 
public, to come l forward 1 in ſupport of 


A. 2K T1 ONS 


For theſe reaſons, Nortbouram, near Halifax, was propoſed 
at this meeting as an eligible ſituation, and Mr. AsxwiT# made 
ſome generous offers, for which he had the thanks of the meeting; 

but, in theſe refpeAt, as well as on many other accounts, Maſbreug b, 
near Rotberbam, and about five miles from Sheffield, is peculiarly 
well ſituated, All circumſtances taken into the account, perhaps 
there is not any place more eligible for ſuch an inſtitution. May 
| theſe advantages never be NIE — or by negligence 
f 6 | 


, PREY 


(09 ) 


the ſaid inſtitution, every perſon, who ſhall make 
a benefaction of ten guineas, or upwards, ſhall en- 


joy every privilege competent to the annual ſub- 


ſcriber: That, as Mr. BENNETT ſeems to con- 
centre the wiſhes of the country at large, — but as 
it is, at preſent, doubtful whether he will accept 
the tutorſhip or not, this meeting appoint the 
Rev. Mr. Kennedy, Mr. J. WHITTENBURY 
and Mr. J. WALKER, to wait upon him, and to 
urge every motive they can employ to induce his 
acceptance; but that, at the end of fix weeks 
from this date, if he refuſe, they ſhall correſpond 
with ſuch as they think qualified to fill that im- 
portant office.. 


The gentlemen above mentioned, who were 
deputed to wait upon Mr. BENNETT, and, in caſe 
of failure in that application, to make further en- 
quirtes, and who were called a “a committee of 
inſtalment,” printed and circulated the following 
letter, which is inſerted in this account as a pleaſ- 


ing evidence that the ſubject was viewed in a pro- 
per light, and that the firſt ſtep they took in this 


affair was the moſt proper that could have been 
taken; they began at the throne of Grace. 


K Manchieſter, 


£ 
| » 
F 2 
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<c Mancheſter, October 27, 1794. 


1 e committee, appointed by the friends of 
the academy to look out for a proper tutor, have 
hitherto been unable to prevail with Mr. BEN- 
NETT, and their application to another quarter 
has been equally unſucce'sful, nor have they 
heard of any who appear ſuitable to a charge of 
ſo much truſt, whoſe circumſtances give much 
encouragement to hope that they will be induced 


| to en of i it. 


60 Devghy«ep convinced, however, of the vaſt 
importance of the charge itſelf, and the difficulty 


of ſecuring a perſon properly qualified to fill it 


with advanitage and fatisfaCtion to the public, the 
committee, as having the intereſts of religion and 
of the inſtitution at heart, feel themſelyes called 
upon to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the friends of re- 
Iigion at large, to aid them, by their united fer- 
vent prayers, in the buſineſs intruſted to them, — 
We, therefore, defire that you will pleaſe to lay 
this our requeſt before your people, and to en- 
treat them * in all their meetings for ſocial and 
public 
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public prayer, and at any particular ſeaſon which 
they ſhall ſet apart for this expreſs purpoſe, they 
will look up to the Great Head of the church, 
beſecching Him to direct us to a ſuitable perſon, 
and to diſpoſe him to comply with our ſolicita- 
tions to engage in this honourable but arduous 
employment. Though our way at preſent be 
ſhut up, we truſt that the Great Hearer of prayer 
will, in due time, grant the defires which His 
own waiting people offer up to Him, for the ad- 
vancement of His own kingdom in the earth, and 
lead us to a perſon ſuited to this great undertak- | 


ing. 


In the mean time, the public may reſt aſ- 
ſured, that no diligence nor exertion ſhall be 


wanting on the part of the committee, in diſ- 


charging the truſt repoſed in them; and that as 
ſoon as they obtain any reaſonable proſpect, that 
a perſon, likely to command the public confi- 


dence, will accept of the charge, they will call a 


general meeting for his election. Your ſerious 
attention to this our requeſt, in which the inte- 


reſts of religion are ſo deeply concerned, will 
will much oblige, 


e Rev. Six, 


£ Your affectionate friends of the comtiiſttee, &c. 


* 
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Very ſoon after the date of this letter, the 
Rev. Mr. KENXXEDY, who, at the general meet- 
ing of October 8, 1794, had been deputed to 
wait upon friends in London, who were well 
withers to this inſtitution, to requeſt the conti- 
Nuance of their favours,” took a long excurſion, 
with a ſpecial view to the ' profeſſed object of it, 
His enquiries were directed to ſeveral quarters for 
many weeks, but were not rewarded with ſucceſs. 
Soon after his return to Mancheſter he opened a 
correſpondence with Dr. WILLIAMs, of Birming- 
ham; from whom, however, he had little room 
to expect a change of ſituation, as he had retired 
from a ſimilar public ſituation a few years before, 
on account of perſonal indiſpoſition and family 
allneſs, and as he was connected with an unani- 
mous, reſpectable people, affectionately attached 
to him. The deſign of this account does not re- 
quire a detail of that correſpondence, but when it 
was cloſed, after many prayers and conſultations 
with friends, a general meeting was held at Hali- 
Jan March 12, 1795, where it was s reſolved — 


4550 « That the committee be defired to favour the 

meeting with an account of their proceedings 

fince the laſt meeting, and with the iſſue thereof. 
That this meeting is highly pleaſed with the cor- 
reſpondence and character of Dr. WILLIAEIõ, 


EMI 


and unanimouſly appoint him to be the firſt tutor. 
That although the laſt meeting thought Nerth- 
ouram a proper ſituation, yet, for reaſons, of which 
they were not fully aware, it now appears (the 
premiſes being too ſmall) ineligible, and, there- 
fore, this meeting feel themſelves under the ne- 
_ ceflity of leaving it to the judgment of the annual 
committee, to be fixed by them as the openings 
of Providence ſhall guide their way. That the 
ſeyeral ſubſcribers and congregations be defired to 
tranſmit their reſpective ſums to the txeaſurer. 


The following denefactions were then 
made : — | 


Rev. T. Kennedy, L. 10 10 © 

« J. Whittenbury, Ke 50 0 o . 
„ J. Walker, Eſq; - - 50 %Ʒr«%h 
„„ T. Walker, Eſq. - 50 © © 


cc Who received the thanks of the meeting. | 


«© That the whole minutes, when printed, be 
ſent to the friends in Loxdon,—and that the gen- 
tlemen in the country be deſued to write to their 

| Ki . e ae 
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reſpective friends there, to engage their counte- 
n and 2 towards this inſtitution * 


The Rev Mr. Grove; now of Walla; 155 


} ving reſigned the paſtoral care of the independent; 


chürch meeting at Masbrough, near Rotherham 
about cighteen- months before, that church was 
looking out for a paſtor; and, among others, Dr. 
WiLtrams, in the ſpring of 1795, ſupplied and 
received a call to undertake the paſtoral care of 
them. This it is proper to mention as a circum- 
ftance cloſely connected with the following reſo- 
lations, and of conſiderable importance as, an, in- 
ducement to accept the tutorſhip. 


At a meeting af the committee, . held at 7 OY 


dersfield, June 17, 1795, Josnua WALKER, Eſq. 
in the chair, it was reſolved That Dr. WII. - 
LIAMS having received a call to the paſtoral of- 


0 þ "ga " 
0 0 ©... - — | fice 
- - 2 - 5 * — 


® It may be neteffary to remark here, that the Rev. Mr;Bzxzv,y 
then of Weftbronrwich, now of Homert:n, was unanimouſly choſen 
as the other tutor. Mr. Benn thought proper to decline accept- 
ance, and it now appears that Providence had intended him for a 
Nation more "conſpicuous and important—ttiat of the boarding 
Fator at Homerton academy. May he be abundantly honoured in 
Seuring the reſpectability and promoting the uſefulneſs of that in- 


itution, to which the congregational churches of England are 


already ſo much indebted! 


es fr 
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nee of the church and congregation at Mutbroughs 

near Rotherham, this, and other concurring cir- 
cumſtances, ſeeming to point out Rotherham as a 
proper ſituation for the academy: it is, therefore, 
reſolved; that this academy be fixed there, pro- 
riding that Dr. WiLLIaMs accept the call to that 
church. That the preſident having correſponded 
with Mr. BERRY, agreeable to the wiſhes of the 
laſt general meeting, a letter from him was read, 

wherein he declines the appointment to the office 
of ſecond tutor, therefore, | the appointment of 


another perſon to fill up that ſtation ſtands over 


to the next general meeting. That a ſum, not 
exceeding five hundred. POSE? be expended in 
making ſuitable accommodations for the inſtitu- 
tion, and that a proper yearly rent, per centage, 
be allowed for ſuch ſum expended. That JosguA 
WALKER, Eſq. having offered to lay out the 
ſum. neceflary to accommodate the inſtitution, 
ſhall. have an allowance. of ſeyen and à half 
per cent. per annum, on ſuch ſum expended,— 
That this inſtitution be demoenated the Rotherham 
Independent Academy. That application, by letter, 
be made to ſuch congregations as are likely to 
give ſupport to this inſtitution, and have not yet 
come forward to ſignify their intention. That 
the Rev. Mr. Moornovss be requeſted to have 
the minutes of this day' s buſineſs printed, toge- 
ther with Dr. WILLIAMs's anſwer, ſo ſoon as 


E. obtained, 
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obtained, and circulate the ſame as may appear 


neceſſary.” — 


The 5 now alluded to, and mich 4 is 
inſerted in this account for che ſake of impreſſing 


the reader's mind with an impor tant ſentiment it 


contains, relative to candidates for the chriſtian 


miniſtry, ; now follows: — 


. # 


«+ To the Rev. Mr. Mooxnovst, Huddersfield. 


+» ©. Birmingham, Auguſt, 20, 1795. 


21125 DEAN Sin, - 

To you, as the ſecretary of the committee 
appointed to manage the Yorkſhire New Acade- 
mical Inſtitution, I fend my final anſwer, Sen- 


ſible of my own inſufficiency without divine aid, 


and relying on the God of grace for ſuppties, I 
think the 85 1 of duty ſeems plain for me to ac- 


Sn * 


* 


1 - * 
* A donation of twenty pounds was then made to the inſtitution, 
by Mr. Ron EAT SPEAR, Manc heſter, for Which he received the 


Uanks of tt; £ Sechs. 
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cept, in the name of the Lord, the important of- 
ice to which I am invited, at Rether ham.“ 


« Permit me to ſay, that one of the principal 
circumſtances that encourages my compliance, is, 
the perſuaſion that the churches and miniſters in 
York/hire, and eſpecially the committee, are pe- 
culiarly intent on the religious qualifications of the 
young men whom they mean to recommend as 
ſtudents. This, I hope, they will never loſe ſight 
of; as I am fully aſſured that an unconvertea mi- 
niſiry is the bane. of the chriſtian cauſe, and the 
dead weight of the churches. The evil occaſion- 
ed thereby is beyond calculation. This is a pro 
lific cauſe of ſcepticiſm and infidelity; this 
grieves the godly, and corrupts the riſing genera- 
tion; this hardens formal profeſſors, and keeps in 
countenance, to their own deſtruction, thoſe who 
ſlumber and ſleep in the church of Chriſt, 


& Tt is, therefore, in this hope, that the ut- 
moſt attention and aſſiduity will be exerciſed in 
recommending young men, without being unduly 
biaſſed by carnal conſiderations, the obliging of 
parents or friends, &c. that I now engage; fur- 
5 ther 


* When this was written, the invitation to the paſtoral office 
at Mazbre', near Rotherbam, had been anſwered in the affirmatiye, 
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ther hoping, that thereby God will be glorified, 
the kingdom of Chriſt advanced, and many of the 
fallen race of Adam now living, and thouſands 
yet unborn, will be eſſentially and enn 
benefited. 


I ſincerely and earneſtly ſolicit your pray- 
ers, and thoſe of my brethren, for me, that I may 
obtain ability and ſtrength, according to my day 
and difficulties, in fo arduous an undertaking ; 
and that the Lord will be pleaſed to ſupport me 
under the preſent very weighty domeſtic trial by 
the loſs of my dear partner. Her laſt illneſs and 
death, and ſome other important circumſtances, 
have been the cauſe of your not receiving this 
final determination ſooner. And IT muſt further 
add, that, owing to the prefent ſtate of my fa- 
mily ard flock, it will not be in my power to be 
at Rotherham to receive the ſtudents before the” 
iſt of 0 In the 1 mean time, I remain, | 


>. 


; If Daa su, 


io Gr Your very aims friend and EY 
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6 « EDWARD WILLIAMS.” ” 
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It is greatly to be wiſhed, that the readers of 
this account, and eſpecially all who have any 
concern in recommending young men to become 
ſtudents for the miniſtry, were ſufficiently im- 
preſſed with the importance of the religious quali- 
fications of candidates, and the evil of an uncon- 
verted miniſtry. This ſubject is of ſuch magni- 
tude that it well deſerves to be diſſeminated 
among our churches and congregations in a ſepa- 
rate work. Above e forty years ago, there was pyb- 
liſhed a valuable pamphlet with this deſign, 
which, there i is reaſon to think, was very uſeful: 
the title of it is“ A ſerious addreſs to all fober 
Chriſtians of every denomination amongſt Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters; eſpecially thoſe of affluent 
circumſtances in Town and Country, on the im- 
portant ſubje& ot a goſpel miniſtry. Wherein 
the Grand Qualiſication for the Miniſterial Office 
is ſuggeſted, and the neceffity of a more general 
concern, and of more effectual meafures, for the 
ſuitable ſupply of our deſtitute Communities, is 
repreſented with earneſtneſs and candour.” This 
pamphlet, though anonymous, is aſcribed to Dr. 
Conner; and the ſpirit of it is worthy, of that 
venerable Chriſtian miniſter and tutor, who, 
though dead, yet ſpeaketh. As the publication 
itſelf! is very ſcarce, and the deſign of it comports 

exadly 


„ 
4 
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exaQtly with the object of this account, the ſol- 
9 extract is here ſubjoined.— 


| C Every generation of wiſe and ſerious Chriſ- 
tians are, in fact, conſtituted rruftccs for the ſuc- 
ceeding; and that in an affair of infinitely greater 
conſequence than the preſervation of liberty, pro- 
perty, and every other ſecular and civil immunity. 
In this point of view my ſubject be/peaks, yea 
claims, every reader's attention; not fram curi- 
oſity, but duty; not as a ſtander-by, but a party 
concerned: and it is my ſincere endeavour to 
awaken, in the breaſts of others, a conviction 
that has long poſſeſſed my own, viz. the neceſ- 
fity of our more genera! efforts, and the propriety 
of ſome farther and more effefual meaſures, in fa- 
. ol the preſent and rifing generations, 


| [1 

3 A number. of congregations are deſtitute, 
and with difficulty have ma y been of late ſup- 
plied with ſuch as have proved duly qualified for 
ſo important a ſervice; and I muſt beg leave to 
add, that others, too many others, in one place 
and another, are under moſt viſible decays of real 
and vital religion, through the unſuitableneſs and 
inſufficiency of thoſe that have been recommend- 
ed to the Ty + among them. 


« The 


8 


Fans The exceeding. great latitude in principles, 
which many of. our young; diyines have of late 
years ſet out with, facther accounts for this mat- 
ter. By the latitude of principles which is here 
complained of, I would not be. underſtood to 
mean every departure from generally received 
articles of the Chriſtian faith, in leſs momentous 
and extra- eſſential matters, but that general di. 
reliſh and diſuſe of the great doctrines of ſcripture 
and the reformation, which our judicious and 
pious forefathers maintained to the hazard of their 
lives—which it is now become faſhionable and 


polite to oppoſe, and run n down as enthuſiaſtic, 
inne and abſurda 


CY * 


A further ſource of the churches? preſent 
wants, is the promiſcuous admiſſion of ſuch as offer 
themſelves for academical inſtructions. The end 
that 1 is confeſſedly propoſed, by affiſting youth in 

2 liberal education, is, that our congregations 
may be ſupplied with an able and uſeful miniſtry ; 
that they may not only have a ſucceſſion of 
teachers, but teachers worth their hearing; ſuch 
as are in a good degree poſſeſſed of all thoſe quali- 
fications which are eſteemed neceſſary for a right 
diſcharge of that ſacred undertaking. Now the 
greater and more immediate wants our public aſ- 
ſemblies are in, the greater care is neceſſary, that 


none 
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none (if poſſible) might have nde ical pains and 
expences laid - but on their education, Who will 
diſappoint the expectations of their rutors and en- 
conragers, by turning out unqualified and un- 
equal to the work. Every unmext object tikes 
up the room of a better; and, by this means, the 
number is leſſened, of the, that can afterwards. 


with credit and Integrity, be e ro thi 
churches. 2 — | 


The great queſtion, therefore, ſtands, What 
method can be taken, what means can be ufed, 
which may, with the divine concurrence, be effec- 
tual to redreſs ſo weighty a grievance, and give 
the friends of religion the pleaſing proſpect, that 
they and their poſterity ſhall yet be favoured with 
that incomparable good, viz. a feries of paſtors 
after God's own heart, who ſhall feed them with 
knowledge and underſtanding ? ! The grand defect 
is, Our receiving and encouraging fuch youth, through 
z courſe of academical Rludies, as do not appear to be 
polſeſſed of the - ng ard 92 Nations for * 


enen, | 

. According to the whole tenor of the in- 
fpired writings, all the advantages of human eru- 
dition, all the attainments of polite literature, 
the utmoſt poliſh of the ſchools, are, at moſt, 
but  Jeconuary qualifications, which may have their 


uſe 


A 


5 


uſe in a ſubordinate way, but are to be never 


raiſed in competition with thoſe, which are alone 


the gift of heaven. Every good man is not quali- 
fied for a goſpel miniſter, but every goſpel mi- 
niſter muſt neceſſarily be a good man Goodneſs 
is the firſt, the fundamental, the moſt efſential 
qualification for the miniſtry. He is a good man 
who anſwers to the ſcripture characteriſtics of a 
real Chriſtian. They, and they only, are good 


W Chriſtians in ſcripture account, who are partakers 


of the evangelical grace of regeneration. It is then 
prepoflerous in itſelf, very dangerous in its effects, 
to train up youth for the miniſtry, who, by no 
rules of ſober judging, anſwer to the ſeripture- 
teſt of private Chriſtians, | 


What a deſpicable figure muſt that miniſter 


| certainly exhibir, who 1s devoid of a principle of 
love to religion and the ſouls of men! who feels 


nothing of that prevailing diſpoſition of ſoul 
to univerſal holineſs, which is produced and 
cheriſhed by the influences of God's ſpirit! To 
ſuch an one, all grave and religious converſe is a 
painful burthen ; viſiting the ſick and aflited is a 
gloomy taſk, and his forced attention to the ſor- 


rows and complaints of awakened and afflicted 


conſciences is a diſtaſteful drudgery, which he 


will be ſure (what in him lies) to avoid. In a 


1 ward, 
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| word, what faithfulneſs and impartiality, what 
forbearance and ſelf-denial, or what tenderneſs 
for the peace of Zion, when any difficulties ariſe, 
can be rationally expected from a man who has 
ſelf-love for his governing principle, and whoſe 
perſonal reputation and authority, nay, his ca- 
price and humour are dearer to him, by far, than 


the peace and proſperity of the church of God. 


« Let a miniſter be maſter of natural and ar- 
tificial eloquence, let him underiand all the ſe- 
cret ſprings of perſuaſion, let him be furniſhed 
with learning and knowledge, yet he is not likely 
to ſucceed in his divine employment without 

fanfifying grace. It is that gives him a tender 
ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, that warms his heart 
with ardent requeſts to God, and with zealous 
affections to men, for their ſalvation. Therefore, 
none but ſuch as are thus divinely qualified, 

ought, in Chriſtian conſcience or prudence, to be 
admitted into our ſeminaries of learning, and aſ- 
{lifted in their ſtudies for ſo ſacred an undertak- 
ing.“ | 


From this. intereſting ſubjet we muſt now 
return to our narrative. The next general meet- 
ing was held at Huddersfield, Odlober 21, 1795, | 
Josnua WALKER, Eſg. in the chair. Here 


Was 


48.1 


was reſolved, —< That as the powers of the com- 
mittee, appointed the 8th of Oober laſt, to ma- 
nage the buſineſs of the academy, are now ex- 
pired, the following gentlemen be appointed as a 
committee, for the management of the buſineſs, 
from this time to the next general meeting, viz. 


Rev. E. Williams, D. D. Rev. Mr. Moorhouſe, Rev. Mr. Kirk patrick 


Second Tutor, Mr. Teothhill, Mr. Hale, 
5 Mr. Harmer, Mr. Galland, Mr. Cockin, 
— Mr. Brewer, Mr. Alliat, Mr. Bruce. 
d 
LAY=GENTLEMEN, 
7 
2 J. Whittenbuay, Eſq. Robert Spear, Eſq. Mr. Hodgſon, 
r Joſhua Walker, Eſq. Mr. Houghton, Mr. Brook, 
rt Thomas Walker, Eſq, Mr. Bates, Mr. Hirſt, 
us | Jonathan W. Ik er, Eſq, Mr, Burnley, = Mr. Clapham; 
55 1 
d, . 
be The Treaſurer's account being audited That 
Joshua WALKER, Eſq. be appointed Treaſurer, 
3 until the next general annual meeting. That 
Dr. W1LLIAMs be requeſted to inform the meet- 
ing, when he can make it convenient to open 
* the academy, - whoſe reply was, That he will be 
* able to open the academy on the 5th of November 
next. That this academy be opened on that day, 


2 and that Dr. WILLIAMS be requeſted to receive 


Was ſuch 
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ſuch young men as come properly recommended, 
from that day until the firſt Wedneſday in January 
next, and that they ſhall continue as probationers 
until the firſt Meaneſilay in March, when the 
quarterly meeting will come to a deciſion re ſpect- 
ing their continuance.“ That the annual vaca- 
tion ſhall alwa\s commence on the rſt of July and 
end upon the laſt day of Auguſt. That ſome ob- 
jections having been made, by a few friends of 
this inſtitution, to the eig and ninth reſolutions 
of the meeting of the 17th of June laſt, as if the 
committee had not adopted the moſt frugal mode 
for building neceſſary accommodations for the 
ſtudents : this meeting, perſuaded that due infor- 
mation and attention would remove thoſe objec- 
tions, think it neceſſary, in order to prevent 
miſconſtructions, to publiſh their reaſons for fully 
acceding to the meaſures adopted by their com- 
mittee: 


5 « The houſe, aſſigned for Dr. WILLIAMsõ, 
was, by no means, ſufficient to accommodate 
both his family and the ſtudents, upon the prefent 

enlarged 


* Accordingly, ten yonng men came properly recommended 
within the time ſpecified, of whom eight were admitted by the 
committee of examination in March, whoſe names are inſerted it in 
een of tliat e 


( 45 7 
enlarged ſcale of the academy—Building was un- 
avoidably neceſſary; nor does it now appear that 
convenient apartments will be fitted up with much 
leſs expence than the /um ſpecified.® Our infant 
TY 9 fund 


* Convenient apartments for the ſam ſpeciſed. That the apart- 
ments are „convenient,“ all who have ſeen them have admitted. 
But as this account may be er uſed by fome who have no perſonal 
knowledge ol the building or ſituation, the fgllowing ſketch is ſuby 
Joined :— 


The building is ftzated on a gentle eminence, near half a mile 
from the town of Rotherham, and leſs from the village of Maſ- 
brough, ſurrounded by garden aud paſture grounds, with retired 
walks—ſeparated ovly a few yards from the tutor's houſe, and bug 
a ſmall diſtance from the place of public worſhip--with two fronts, 
one to the ſouth-weſt and the other to the north-eaſt. Its dimer- 
font are forty-/ix feet by rewenty»cight, Tlie lower part conſiſts of 
two rooms. The hall is 4vatty;fve feet by cwfhicer, the library 
twenty: ve feet ſquare, The two floors above are divided alike, 
containing each four lodging rooms and ſeven ſtudies. The paſſages 
run the whole length of the building. ve feet wide, with windows 
at each end for a plentiful circulation of air. The importance of 
this articlc far ſuch a building, made it adviſeable to have each 
window ſo formed as to admit air both at the tap and bottom. 
The whole is finiſhed in a neat but plain manner. 


He who knows any thing of building will eaſily perceive, that 
the ſtructure now deſcribed muſt have coſt more money than the 
« ſum ſpecified :'* the fat is, that though the materials, labour, 
c. were procured on te beſt terms, it coſt very near fx hundred 

pounds. Mr Josxv a WALKER, therefore, laid out about 100l. more 
than the ſpecified limitation, of which, at the laſt committee 
meeting, he generouſly made a preſer? to the inſtitution, 
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fund is, at preſent, unequa! to ſuch an expendi- 
ture; and to collect the expences from the coun- 
try, we fear, would have been difficult: but, if 
that could have been accompliſhed, ground « ould 
not have been bought, the premiſes not being the 
individual property of any one perſon concerned 
in this inſtitution, and we cannot ſuppoſe, that 
the public would decem it judicious to fink five 
hundred pounds upon premiſes not ſecured to the 
ſociety. Mr. Josnua WALKER was, therefore, 
applied to, who generouſly agreed to advance the 
money, and left it wholly with the committee to 
fix what rental they pleaſed. Conſidering that 
buildings are declining property—that Mr. WAI- 
KER has no indemnification, except the building, 
either for intereſt or principal, in caſe the inſti- 
tution ſhould fail or be removed, and that to con- 
vert it to any other uſe will be attended with con- 
Niderable expence—we are perſuaded, that to al- 

Jow ſeven and a half per cent. for monies advanced 
upon a footing ſo precarious, cannot juſtly be 
deemed unreaſonable : and, upon the preſent 
plan, the ſociety has neither ground to buy, 
ground-rent to pay, nor any incumbrance with 
the building, in caſe of failure,” * | 


According 


® It may be obſerved here, that Mr. Apam Hop, of Bolton-le- 
rn, was choſen at this meeting to the office of ſecond . but 
he thought proper to decline. 


35 


According to the reſolution above mentioned, 
the academy was opened on November 5, 17953 
when, and a ſhort time after, ten young men en- 
tered as probationers. But as the time of admiſ- 
ſion was, in this inſtance, full two months later 
than the period now fixed, on which account the 
committee meeting was deferred till the firſt Wed- 
neſday in March, it was found neceflary to hold 
a ſpecial committee meeting at the Academy on 
January 27, 1796—JoxnaTHan WALKER, Eſq. 
in the chair. In this meeting it was reſolved, 
& That the ſteps taken by Dr. WILLIAMs, in 
his correſpondence with Mr. Adam Horx, are 
approved of; and that, as Mr. Adam Hor de- 

clines accepting the office of ſecond tutor on the 
terms propoſed, another ſuitable perſon ſhould be 
ſought without delay. That the Rev. Maurice 
PrlLLies, of Brig ſtock, appears to this meeting, 
from favourable repreſentations and perſonal 
knowledge, highly eligible as ſecond. tutor, and 
1s unanimouſly choſen to fill that office ; and that 
Dr. WILLIAus be requeſted to take ſuch ſteps as 
he ſhall find neceſſary to ſecure Mr. PriLLieg's 
acceptance of the appointment.”—The following 


meeting was held, as before noticed, for the exa- 
mination of the candidates. 


„ Masbrouzh, 
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&« Meobroarh, March 2, 1796. 


Josua WAIXERN, Efq. in the Chair. 


PRESENT, 

Rev. Dr, Williams, Afr. Naylor, Mr. Brook, | 
Mr. Galland. Mr. Spear, Mr. Houghton, 
Nr. Ahiott, Mr. Clapham; Pf. IIirſt, 

Mr. Cockin, Mr. Hodgſon, Mr. Bates, 
My. Moorhonſe, Mr. Burnley, Mr. Tho, Walker. 


Mr. Toothill, Mr. funathan Walker, 


« The general meeting, held at Huddersfie12, 
the 21ſt of October laſt, having appointed this day 
(the firſt Wedneſday in March) to decide reſpect- 
ing the continuance of ſuch young men as may 
have entered as probationers, reſolved, That this 
committee do now take the caſes of the ſeveral 
young men into their conſideration. ABRAHA 
 HuDpswELL, who had been under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. WALKER, having expreſſed a with to 
"continue fo long at this academy as to complete 
the term of four years—That ABRAHA Hups- 
WELL be admitted to all the benefits of this infti- 
tution until the vacation in 1798. That JosnuAa 
SHAW, GODFREY THURGARLAND, oh Ham- 
SHAW, SAMUEL BRADLEY, RoBERT JIENEKIx- 
sox, T H@RNHILL Kipp and TrHomas Mircuer, 
Heh me” lately 
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lately entered as probationers, be admitted to all 
the benefits of this inſtitution fo: the term of 
four years, ending at the vacation of 1799. — 
The firſt annual examination was in June follow- 


ing; a brief account of that meeting, taken from 
the minutes, is here ſubjoined. 


1 Masbrougl, June 1, 1796. 


„At a general annual meeting of The Rethers 
ham Independent Academy, held this day, Jos nu 
Warken, Eſq. in the chair, the young men, 
having been arranged in claſſes by Dr. WiLLIamMs, 
gave ſpecimens of their proficiency much to the 
ſatisfaction of the meeting.“ When alſo it was 
reſolved, ** That the appointment of the Rev. 
Mr. PuliLIirs to the office of ſecond Tutor, 
made at the committee meeting, held January 
27, be now confirmed. That the following gen- 
tlemen be appointed a committee for the manage- 
ment of the buſineſs of the academy for the en- 
bang Tm VIZ. 


G e es 


r Hops wert was recommended from Hopten ; Suaw 
and TàuROARLAN D from Huddersfield ; Hausnaw from Holm- 
Firth; BA DLEY from Birmingham; Jexx1x50N from Pontefract ; 
*Kipd- from H; and Mircust from Heozrden. Two others 
had been candidates, but were not admitted, 


— er. — 


1 


Rev. Dr. Williams, Mr. Whittenbury, 
Mr. Phillips, Mr. Robert Spear, 
Mr. Harmer, Mr. Joſhua Walker, 
Mr. Parfons, _ Mr. Thomas Walker, 
Mr. Moorhouſe, Mr. Jonathan Walker, 
Mr. Toothil, Mr. Read, 

Mr. Galland, Mr Marſhall, 
Mr. Alliott, Mr. John Green, 
Mr. Gill, Mr. W. Butcher, 
Mr. Bennett, ; Mr. Hodgſon, 
Mr. Lambert, Mr. Brook, 
Mr, Cockin, | Mr Burnley: 


« That Mr. Josnua WALKER be appointed 
Treaſurer for the enſuing year. That the thanks 
of the meeting he conveyed by the chairman to 
Mr. B. MIL Ls, for his letter to Mr. Cockin, 
pointing out a plan tor obtaining ſubſcriptions in 


London.” 


The next meeting was for the examination 
and final admiſſion of candidates, an abridged ac- 
count of which follows:. 


& Masbrough, January 4, 1797. 


« At the annual committee meeting of The 
Rotherham Independent Academy, held this day, 


Josnv&s 


„ 


Josnva WALKER, Eſq. Chairman. 


PRESs ENT, 
Rev. Dr. Williams, Mr. Thomas Walker, 
Mr. Phillips, | Mr. Hodgſon, 
M . Harmer, Mr. Burnley, 
Mr. Cockin, Mr. Brook, 
Mr Moorhouſe, Mr. Read, 
Mr. Galland, I | Mr. Marthall, 


_ Mr. Jonathan Walker, 


“ Reſolved, That the caſes of the ſeveral 
young men, who are entered as probationers, be 
taken into conſideration, That THoMASs Bur- 
rox, JaMes Kay and Joun PyE :MITH, be 
admitted to all the benefits of this inſtitution for 
the term of four years, ending at the vacation of 
1800.* That and be not 
admitted to the benefits of this inſtitution ; as 


they do not appear to poſſeſs W abilities 
to profit thereby.“ 


The annual meeting in June being the laſt in 
the year, and held but a ſhort time before the va- 


cation, when the ſtudents reſpectively cloſe their 


courſe 


On account of peculiar circumſtances, Mr. J. P. Suirn 
enters on regular ſtudies after the vacation. Mr. Bux ro was 


recommended from Pudſey; Kay from Bury, Lancaſhire; and 
J. P. nn from Sheffield. 


( W-? 


courſe of ſtudies, and the pecuniary concerns of 
the inſtitution are moit conveniently balanced, 
we ſhall finith our NAR RATIVE of the ADP 
with what it behoves the public to know of that 
meeting, and the ſtate of our finances. 


& Masbrough, June 7, 1797. 


„ At the general annual meeting of The No- 
therham Independent Academy, held this day, 
JosnuA Walken, Eſq. in the chair, refolved, 
That the reſolutions of the annual commicece mect- 
ng, held the 4th of Janvary laſt, be confirmed. 
The young men were then called in and examined 
in their reſpective claſſes, when they gave ſpeci- 
mens of their proficiency, much to the ſatis faction 
of the meeting. That the following gentlemen 
be appointed a committee for the management of 


the buſineſs of the academy for thc enſuing year, 
viz. 


Rey. Dr. Williams, Mr. Whiztenburv, 


Mr. Phillips, Mr. Spear, 

Mr. Harmar, Mr. Joſhua Walker, 
Mr. Moorhouſe, Mr. Thomas Walker, 
Mr. Toothill, dr. ]Jcnathan Walker, 
Mr. Ralph, Mr. Ys 

Mr Boden, Mr. Marſhall, 

Mr. Cockin, Mr. No: 191210D, 


Mr. Blackburn, 


„ 


ä 


Rev. Mr. Roby, Mr. S Eo gſon, 


Mr. Bruce, ; Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Laird, Mr. Eurnley, 
Mr. Brock. 


« That Mr. Josua WALKER be appointed 
Treaſurer for the enſuing ear. That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to Meſſrs. Joshua, 
JosEPH and THoMas WALKER for their liberal 


benefactions to this inſtitution ſince the laſt ge- 
neral meeting.” 


As the public are ſolicited, in this acccunt, 
to afford us pccuniary aſſi ſtance, it is right that the 


ſtate of our finances, receipts and disburſements 


ſhould be produced; which are as follow: 


2 


3 


Dr. The Treaſurer of the Retherbam Independent Academy. 


— 


— 


1797. | | £2 | | L. S. Dy 
June 3o. To Amount of Donzfions - - - - 201 10 © 
To Amount of Subſcriptions - - - - 679 7 1 
To latereft allowed by Treaſurer 12 10 © 


Cx. 
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1795. . . 
Oct. By Rev Mr. Vint, paid in full - - 90 10 


By Res. Mr. Kennedy's Expences to London 23 2 © 
C. | By ſandry Printing Expen ces 7.0 6 


Dec. By Rev. Mr. Walker for the Library at 
. ͤ ᷣ -- . - 45 Z 


By Car: tage of Do. as -— —— . 4 
By a Mil ute and Record Bk o 13 6 


1796. 
Dec. 31. By Repir> of Books, &c, per one: of 
de Commnee ä 1 9 2 
By cer an Articles of Furniture for the 
Academy Library and Lecture > 40 9 0 
Rooms Le. ene. - ſ | 
By Mr. & Hope's Expences from Bolton 1 * 6 
By Rev. Mr. Phillips“ Expences from) 
—_—.- , - j 1 
1797. 
June 30. I Dr. Williams' Salary, the Second Tu- 
. | 8: tox*s Salary, and Board f Students, 598 10 © 
n ts this Day AY OY Www, 


By Balznce in the hands of Treaſurer . | 28 17 1 


— -à.ſ 


| 4. 393g 9 2 
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It is the wiſh of the committee, confirmed by 
the laſt general meeting, that not only a LisT of 
the ſubſcribers, but allo the sUM ſubſcribed, of 
hal, _ a guinea and upwards; be printed in ſubſe- 
quent 


— a 
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quent reports of the academy. At prefent it is 
found impracticable to do more than infert thoſe 
names that have been ſent; it is, therefore, ear- 
neſtly requeſted that thoſe who trauſmit the ſub- 
ſcriptions to the Treaſurer will, at the ſame time, 
give in the names of the ſubſcribers. of the above 


deſcription, with the reſpective ſums. 


— . — 


A LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Shs: - 4 
Alliott, Rev. Richard, Nottingham. 
Alſop. Mr. William, She field. 
Alſop, Mr. John, Do. 
Armitage, Joſeph, Longroyd Bride 
B. 
Barber, Mr. Rotherham. 

p Barrett, Mrs. Sheffield. 
Beatſoo, Mr. Masbrough. 
Batley, John .  Crosland Edge. 
Beeley, Mr, Cottingham. 
Beaumont, Abraham, Huddersfield, 
Birch, Mr. Henry, Sheffield. 
Birks, Mr. Ebenezer Do. 

Boden, Rev. James, Do- 
Booth, Mr. | Mas brough. 
Bowden, Mr. 


Hull. 


[0 1 

BDowmad, Mr. | Sheffield. 
Bradford Congregation, Rev. Mr. Heldgate: 
Briggs, Mr. Hull. 

Btigge, Mr. Melton. 


Brook, Mr. John, Flaſh Houſe. 


Brown, Mr. Hull. 
Buſgard, Mr. Mancheſter. 


Carlyle, Mr. Cettingham. 
Carnelley, Mr. | Melton. 

Carr, Mr. Rother ham: 
Carr, Mr. George Sheffield. 
Chambers, Mr. N-ttingham. 
Chinley Congregation, Rev. William Sutcli 
Clapham, Mr. Leeds. 

Clark, Mr. Nottingham. 
Clark, Mr. Masbrough. 
Cleckheaton Congregation, Rev. John Ralph. 
Clegg, Mr. Mancheſter. 
Cockayne, Mrs, Sheffield. 

Cook, Mr. | Do. 

Cooper, Mr., Thomas, Greasbrough. 
Crawſhaw, Mr. Masbrough. 


© | | D. 


Dawſon, Mr. Thomas, 
Dawſon, Mr. William, 


Day, Mr. Cottingham. 


fre. 


Delph Congregation, Rev. N. Blackburn. | 


Dunn, Mr. Nottingham. 


cis 1 


nf - 
Egginton, Mrs. Hull. ' 
Ellis, Mr.S. Sheffield. 
Ellis, Mr. Luke, _ - 
F. 
Frith, Mr. John, | Sheffield. _ 
Friend, Anonymous, By the Rev. 1. A 
G. 
Galland, Mr. | Hull. 
Gilder, Mr. | Hull. | 
Gordon, Mr. Mancheſter, 
Greaves, Mr. Sheffield. 
Green, Mr. Nottingham. 


Greenacres Congregation, Rev, Mr. Cole. 


Hague, Mr. Mark, Almondbury. 
Halifax Congregation, Rev. Joſeph Cockiy, 
Hall, Mr. William, Quarmby. 
Hall, Mr. Hull. 
Hancock, Mr. John, Sheffield. 
Hanſon, Mr. Manchefter, 
Harmar, Mr. Samuel, Sheffield. 

_ Harriſon, Mr. John, Greaſbrough. 


Harriſon, Mr. Joſhua, Do. 
Heckmondwike Congregation, Rev. Thomas Hale. 


2 Mrs. Cottingham. 
N Hirſt, 


6 


Hirſt, Mr. Rotherham, 

Hirſt, Mr. Joſeph, Yewgreen, 

Hirſt, Mr. Richard, 

Hodgſon, Ms. Joſeph, 

Hodgſon, Mi. Edward, | 

Ho'bert, Mr. Sheffield. | 
Holmfirth Congregation, Rev. Robert Galland. 
Holy, Mr. Thomas, Sheffield. 

Hope, Mr. John, Mancheſter. 

Hope, Mr. Samuel, Do. 

Hopton Congregation, Rev. Jonathan Toothill; 
Huddersfield Congregation, Rev. William Moorhoufe. 
Houghton, Mr. John, Huddersfield. 
Houghton, Mr. Rowland, Do. 

Hudſon, Rev. Mr. | Tintwiſle. 

Hull Congregation, Rev. George Lambert. 
Hunt, Mr, | Rotherham. 


Idle Congregation) Rev. William Vint, 
Ingham, Mr. Joſhua, 


- 
LY 


J. 


Jones, Mr. DF Hull; 
Joule, Meſſrs. John and Son, Mancheſter, 


K. 


King, Mr. yen q Maſbrough, ; 
Kitchen, Mr. . Hull. 
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L. 


Lambert, Rev. George, 
Law, Mr. Philip, 

Lea, Miſs, | 

Leaf, Mr. John, 
Leathley, Mr. 

Leeds Congregation, 
Levitt, Mr. William, 
Levitt, Mr, N, 


. 


Hull. 


Sheffield. 

Do. 

Do. 

London. 

Rev. Mr. Wilſon. 
Hull. 

Do. 


Loy, Meſſrs. Jonathan and Son, Sheffield, 


M. 


Mack naught, Mr. 
M.Qahae, Rev. Mr. 
Malton Congregation, 
Mancheſter Congregation, 
Marſhall, Mr. Samuel 
Maſbrough Congregation, 
Mills, Mr. 

Moorhouſe, Rev. William, 
Moor, Mr. John, 


N. 


Newham, Mr. 

Nicholls, Me ſſrs- 
Northouram Congregation. 
Nottingham Congregation, 
Nutt, Mrs. 


Mancheſter; 

Black burn. 

Rev. John Bartlet, 
in Moſley Street. 
Sheffield. 

Rev. Dr. Williams. 
Islington. 
Huddersfield, 
Paddock. | 


Nottingham, 
Do. 


Rev. Richard Alliott. 
Maſbrough, 


P, 
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P. 


Farker, Mrs. Maſbrough. 

Parker, Mr. Ebenezer, Sheffield. 

Patten, M. Andrew, Mancheſter. 

Patten, Mr. Andrew, jun. Do.“ 

Patterſon, Mr. Do. 

Popplewell, Mrs. Hull. 

Pudſey Congregation, Rev, Thomas Laird. 
R. 


Radford, Mr. Nottingham. 
Read, Mr. | Norton. 

Riddel. Mr. Edward, Hull. 

Riddel, Mr. Thomas, Do _ 

Rider, Mr. Malton; 

Ridgard, Mr. E. Sheffield. 

Ringroſe, —_ g Cottiogham. 
Roberts, Mr., Huddersfield, 
Robinſon, Mr. " Mancheſter, 
Room, Mr. Thomas, Sheffield, 

8. a 

Scatcherd, Mr, . 

Scott, Rev. Jonathan, ' Matlock. 
Sheffield Cotgregation, Rev. John Harmar. 
Sheffield Congregation, Rev. James Boden. 
Simpſon, Mr. Nottingham. 
Skid more, Mr. William, Sheffield. 

Smith, Mr. John, Do. 
Spear, Mr, Alexander, Do, 


| > 
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Spear, Mr. John, © & Manchelier 
Spear, Mr. Robert, Do. 

Spyvie, Mr. Hull. 
Stancliff, Mrs. 

swift, Mr. Sheffield. 
Stevenſon, Mr. Nottingham, 
Stewart, Mr. | Mancheſter. 
Stuart, Mr. Do. 


Sutcliffe, Mr. Abe Shefneld. 
Swanland Congregation, Rev. Mr. Williams; 


Swann, Mr, Manchefter. 
Sykes, Mr. James,. Almond bu: y. 
T. 
Tate, Mr. John, Lockwood. 
Thomas, Mr. Lewis, Sheffield. 
Towers, Mrs. Norton. - 
Trower, Mrs. Hell, 
Toothill, Rey. Jonathan, Hoptom. 09 
W. 
Wakefield Congregation, Rev. Mfr: Bruce. 
Walker, Mrs, Maſbruugh. | 
Walker, Mrs. Samuel and Family, Do. , 
Walker, Mr. Joſhua, Clifton, 
Walker, Mr. Thomas, Wiakerbank. 
Walker, M.. Samuel, Maſbrough. 
Walker, Mr. Jonathan, Ferhat. 
Walker, Mrs. Joſeph Eaſtwood: 
Walker, Mr. Thomas, Hopton. 0 
Wells, Mr. Malton. 


Whitelcck, Mrs, Maſbrougu, 


Whitaker, 


Whitaker, Mr. John, Lane. 
Wiltog, M.. Sheffield. 
Whutenbury, Mr. Mancheſter. 
Wild'mith, Mr. Rotherham. 
Wilms, Mr. | Nottingham. 
Wiſon, Mr. Do. 
Wilfoa, Mrs. _ Do. 
Wilſon, Mr. Joks, Sheffield. 
Wood, Mr. Mancheſter. 
Wocler, Mr. Chars, 

Wride, M-. Cottingham. 
Wright, Mr. Hull. 
Wright, Mr. Nottingham. 


D 


This liſt, we are conſcious, does not contain 
the names of all the fubſcribers who are entitled 
to a place in it, becauſe many ſums have been 
tranſmitted as only from a congregation, without 
particular names. May we be permitted to fug- 
geſt to our aQing friends, henceforth to requeſt 
of thoſe in their congregations who ought to ap- 
pear in our future liſt, to enter their names in a 
book provided for that purpoſe, and the ſum they 

purpoſe to advance (not what they have done) that 
there may be neither delay nor difficulty 1 in make 
ing our next report. 


Subſcriptions, 


(6) 
Subſcriptions or donations, in money, books, 
apparatus, &c. for the uſe of the ſtudents, will 


be thankfully received by the treaſurer, tutors, 


or any one of the committee in the country: 
and, in LoxN Dox, by 


WII LIAu FULLER, Eſq. Banker, Lombard Street. 


EBENEZER MAITLAND, Eſq. pg wh Se Cotes 
man Street. 1 


Benjamin MILLS, Eſq. Moorſields. 
JaMEsS NEALE, Eſq. St. Paul's Church Yard; 


Should any be diſpoſed to befriend this inſti- 
tution, and the riſing generations, by legacies, 
they may be bequeathed in fome fuch form as 
this“ I give and bequeath to 
| and + 
[here mention the ſum of money, &c. ] upon 
truſt, to the intent that they, or one of them, 
pay the ſame to the treaſurer, for the time being, 
of the Rotherham Independent Academy, founded 
in the year 1795, at Masbrough, near Rother- 
ham, in the county of York, and defire and di- 
rect that the ſaid [here mention the ſum, &c.] 
be paid out of my perſonal eſtate, and applicd to- 
wards carrying on the laudable intentions of the 
faid W I 
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Beſore we finally eloſe this aecounT, we 
muſt rely on the indulgence of that claſs of the 
community whom we addreſs, while we urge 
upon them the importance of countenancing the 
deſign of ſuch an inſtitution. Many topics offer 
themſelves; eſpecially the conſideration of whoſe 
cauſe it is they are called to eſpouſe, the cauſe of 
Chriſt, the capſe of God—what interęſt to pro- 
mote, not that of a party, even religious, much 
leſs political, but that of immortal ſouls,” their 
never-ending; happineſs —by what meant, not by 
the agents of terror and compulſion, or mean in- 
trigues, but by godly men, armed with pur | 
truth, juſtice, meekneſs and e 
of grace, prudence and talents, natural and ac- 
quired, conſecrated to God, our Saviour, and the 
ſervice of His church, and the arms of whoſe 
warfare are not carnal but ſpiritual. We might 

Alfo expoſtulate, if the true friends of Chriſt do 
not eſpouſe His cauſe, and do not promote the 
ſpiritual and eyerlaſting intereſts of men, by ſuch 
means, who, in this world, can 5 Wmf 


EET ie? 


x | Bue inſtead of omnfaing theſe; and. other 
weighty conſiderations that might be advanced 
in our own words, we prefer expreſſing ourſelves 
0 the awakening language of an author already 
928.3 | referred 


i 65 ) 
referred to *, who, by piety, talents and expe- 
rience, Was das qualified to'ditat: on the 
ſubject. The firſt part of what is here inſerted, 
is addreſſed to the managers and ſupporters of ſuch 
religious ſeminaries. Your thoughts and your 
cares are employed in the moſt noble, moſt ho- 
nourable, and truly chriſtian deſign; without a 
prov iſion of this nature, numbers of our congre- 
cations muſt have diſperſed for want of inſtrue- 
tors; your generous and unwearied concern fot 
the public good entitle you, therefore, to the 
moſt grateful eſteem throughout all rhe churches. 
indulge me with the freedom of addrefling you as 
principals in this affair: to you is intruſted the 
right application, both of the annual liberalities 
of the living, and the generous bequeſts of the 
dead. How great, how facred a neceſſity then, 
is laid upon you, gentlemen, to ſee thoroughly to 
the furniture, divine and human, which they are 


poſſeſſed of, who are invited. into the n of 
mn aſſemblies, 


- «6: 1 Te 8 and che ſcholar are : inviting 
characters; but they are the mere ſhell of a goſpel 
miniſter without the chriſtian. Is converſion a 


. 1s a in fact, ſach a divine effect of 
% . the 


See page 37 of this Account. 
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the goſpel on the hearts of individuals? And is it 


one great end of a goſpel preached, thus to con- 


vert ſinners from the error of their ways, into 
paths of undiſſembled faith and purity ? Surely 
it muſt be a momentous point of conſcience, with 
all that fear the moſt high God, ſtrictly to adhere 
to this one principle in all proceedings and con- 
duct of this nature! It muſt be a moſt dan- 
gerous overſight and neglect, for any to ſuffer 
themſelves, knowingly, to depart from it. What 
does it ſavour of leſs than preſumption to attempt 
the qualifying of them to bear office in the 
church, whom the King of Zion has not quali- 
fied for a private ſtation therein? The heart is, 
indeed, a; ſecret thing locked up from human 
eyes, and it is the prerogative of heaven alone to 
ſearch it: nor is it required of you, gentlemen, 
either by God or man, that you ſhould be infal- 
lible, yet it is required of every ſteward, that he 
be found faithful; and a man of integrity, what- 
ever truſt he takes upon him, engages to act to 
the beſt of his knowledge znd judgment. This, 
but nothing more than this, is required in the 
preſent caſe. I would be far from urging to any 
cenſorious, uncharitahle, and unchriſtian temper 
and proceedings: but where there is not an affec- 
tation of ignorance, we may be kind, and yet 
conſcientious ; ; charitable, and yet faithful; not 

cenſorious, 


( 67 ) 


cenſorious, yet, for the moſt part, ſufficiently de- 
termined in our judgment, whether the exa- 
minant be a fit object of our care and encourage- 


ment or not. The tree is certainly known by its 


fruit, ſo is the ſerious Chriſtian by his profeſhon: 
ond conduct. Where there is an ingenuous frank- 
neſs of heart, attended with humility, modeſty, 
and inquiſitiveneſs after knowledge, together with 
2 prevailing ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, and apparent 
conſcientiouſneſs, evidently influencing the ge- 


neral temper and deportment; ſuch a youth, it is 


certain, is eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed from the fon 
of petulance and pride, ignorance and felt-con- 
ceit, levity, vanity or profanenefs | 


Jou have your reſpective friends to oblige 
—your friends to recommend; and there is no 
refuſing a recommendation when applications are 
perſonally made, without giving the greateſt ot- 
fence by fuch a refuſal, But will not a little 
prudence and reſolution ſuficiently obyiate this 
difficulty? Every ingenuous and grateful mind 
would willingly oblige his friend; but he no way 
deſerves that ſacred title, who inſiſts upon a man 
violating his conſcience to pleaſe him; nor do 
we, I believe, often find, that a friendſhip ſo 
purchaſed is worih the poſſeſſion. There is a 
pleaſure, aud may be ſome worldly advantage, to 


a tutor, in a Jarge number of ſtudents; but he 


that 


( G8 ) 


that has no higher end than his own vanity or 
gain, in ſuch an undertaking, is very unworthy of 
the confidence and credit of it. I am not per- 
Wading you to leſſen your numbers, rather may 
they be abundantly increaſed! but may it be only 
with ſuch as appear duly, i. e. divinely qualified 
for it. That is the trueſt charity to ourſelves and 
ethers, which engages us to that diſcharge of our 
reſpective duties, which we can reflect upon with 
pleaſure on a dying pillow, and which will em- 
balm our memories with the wiſe and good, when 
time, as to us, ſhall be no more. Is it not the 
trueſt charity to divert a perſon's mind from an 
_ undertaking he appears entirely unſuitable for! 
'To divert a fond, but ill-founded inclination in 
time, 7. e. while he has time before him, for gain- 
ing the knowledge of ſome uſeful art, or profeſ- 
fon, wherein he may be of conſiderable ſervice 
in his generation? Eefides, is not this unbounded 
charity to individuals the greateſt cruelty to whole 
communities ? If it is ſo great an hardſhip to exer- 
eiſe this faithfulneſs to a youth at his admiſſion, 
what muſt it be to deſert him when he has finiſh- 
ed his ſtudies? The reputation of his tutor, the 
humanity and compaſſion of thoſe that have been 
his friends hitherto, and his preſent unfitneſs to 
enter upon any other calling in life, ſeem to unite 
their earneſt plea in his favour. Some proviſion 
muſt be made for him, ſome recommendation 
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muſt be given him; but Where.” and what Weich- 
out the moſt cruel aud uncharitable impoſi- 
tion upon fome credulous, injudicious, paſſive 
community or-other, May integrity and upright” f 
neſs preſerve us! For charuy ſake, gentlemen, 
neceſſitate fach youth to make a timely choice bf 
ſome ſecular employment; in charity to our 
tutors, ſcreen them from the diſcredit of ſuch 
pupils; in charity to our conatry congregations, 
expoſe them not to the infelicity and miſchief of 
ſuch incompetent inſtructors; and, in charity to 
yourſelves, determine reſolutely fo to ad in this 
affair as to keep a conſcience void of offence both ' 
towards God and man, and that you may reflect 
upon the whole of your management with an un- 


mixed religious pleaſure. 


“ How highly expedient, how abſolateiy ne- 
ceſſary, is it that every congregation in city and 
country ſhould look upon themſelves as parties 
concerned, and that every individual Chriſtian. 
in his ſphere, ſhould be adding bis mite for the 
general good. The obligation is evidently uni- 
verſal, while there is not a chriſtian aſſembiy 
amongſt us that is at preſent meſt faitably and 
happily ſupplied, can aſſure themſelves of the con- 
tinuance of the inſtrument of their proſperity: 
the ſovereign Arbiter of life may ſoon leave them 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd, And would not one 


( 79.) 


and all, upon the demiſe of their preſent able and 
faithful inſtructors, willingly have their places 


ſupplied with ſach as will walk in their ſteps? 
Ie is our invaluable privilege, as Diſſenters, to 
have the free choice of our ſpiritual guides; but 
the privilege ſubſides where no candidates are 
ready that are worthy our choice. In inſtances, 
not a few, our congregations have been neceſſi- 
tated to take up with ſuch as they could obtain, 
rather than ſuch as in their judgment they can 
cordially approve. And how ſhould it be other- 
wiſe, -while (in many churches) there is not the 
leaſt foreſight exerciſed, the leaſt meaſure taken, 
the leaſt concern ſhewed about a future ſupply, 
till their preffing nęceſſities are ſuch that they 
muſt diſperſe without one. This is a very ſober 
and affecting truth, and one of the fad and ſtrik- 
ing proofs, that we are retired many degrees 
hackward from the wiſdom and zeal of our fore- 


I am aware of the trite and trivial plea, 
that our country communities are ſo ſmall, and 
the ſubſtantial among them ſo few, that it is not 
without conſiderable difficulty they can comfort- 
ably provide for their preſent teachers, without 
being at any additional expences on this or anx 
other account. I make no difficulty of admitting 
this, in many inſtances, to be true; but it is no 
leſs 


(. 


Jeſs fo, that ſome hundreds of our congregations, | 
in large towns and popoulous villages, are as well 
capacitated to ſupport their miniſters, and exert 
themſelves liberally on other occaſions too, as 
many are in the metropolis : and there are, in- 
deed, but few chriſtian ſocieties but what have 
ſome individuals among them, who, had they in- 
clinations anſwerable to their abilities, would 
make no difficulty of an handſome contribution 
once in the'year at leaſt, to ſo good, ſo great, and 
ſo intereſting a deſign. And I cannot help flatter- 
ing myſelf, that a great number of able and well- 
diſpoſed Chriltians, that now look upon them- 
ſelves as little concerned with an affair of this 
nature as the inhabitants of the Indies, upon a 
proper and thorough repreſentation, and perſonal 
application made on this account, might be eaſily 
induced, readily and chearfully, to promote ſo 

nieceſſary and good a work. If the preſent eſſay 
is a means of exciting miniſters and others to 2 
becoming activity in this reſpect, and of prepar- 
ing ſuch ſincere and well-diſpoſed friends of reli- 

gion, to a friendly reception to ſuch applications, 
one conſiderable part of my preſent pains will be 
agreeably anſwered. And I am animated with 
the pleaſing hope, to which I join moſt ardent 


, Prayers to the Moſt High, 510 it will not be * 
together a labour in vain.” 
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After this animating addreſs, ſo applicable to 
the ſubject of this account, and ſo entirely con- 
formable to our deſign, we ſhall make but one 
remark, vin. That it would be highly deſireable 
for parents, rainifters, and chriſtian friends, to be 
fully and firmly on their guard againſt undue in- 
Anence from the outward circumſtances, the 
riches or poverty of a ſenſible, faber, modeſi and 
truly pions yourk. Such have been found in the 
Fumbleſt flation and norroweſt-walk im life, and _ 
have proved, by their application to ſtudies, and a 
their labour and ſucceſs in the miniſtry, that the 
hopes of their encouragers were not ill- founded. 
And who can deny that ſuch have been alſo found 
in Aigher flattamt and wealthy circumftances ?— 
But have tige been equally encouruged? If a 
young man, of the deſcription now mentioned, 
has in hand, dr in proſpect, à few hundreds or 
thouſands to enter upon ſecular buſineſs, with ths 
probability of improving his capital, is it not very 
unlikely that he will be encouraged by his friends, 

except his own inclination be inflexible? Verily, 
Brethven, theſe things ought not ſo to be. ls the 
dignity and importance of the miniſterial office a 
Fack, or is it the mere declamation of prieftcraft ? 
If che former, why ſhould ſecular employments, 
or the idle life of a mere man of fortune, becauſe 
leading to or connected with more of what is 
called property, be inſurmountable barriers placed 


in 


. 
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im the way of a promiſing youth to ſtudy for the 
chriſtian miniſtry ? Who might diſpenſe truths. 
that royal prophets and the incarnate Son of God 
delighted to diſpenſe, and who, by turning many 
to righteouſneſs, would be the inſtruments of 
imparting more extenſive and real bleflings to men 
than would be the poſlcflion of all the property of 
the. Indies. 


This remark would have been ſpared had not 
the other extreme, the admiſſion of young men 
for ſtudents in divinity merely on account of re- 
ſpectable connections, been ſtrongly guarded. — 
What we would leave warm upon onr reader's 
heart are, in the words of The ſerious Addreſs be- 
fore quoted, ** tHe preſſing wants of our religious 
communities—the abſolute neceflity of more ge- 
nepal efforts and more effectual meaſures for their 
fupply—the expediency of educating a greater 
number of ſtudious youth for the ſacred employ- 
ment and the need there is of the generous con- 
tributions of ſuch as are able, to ſo good a deſign 
—and as the matter of greateſt conſequence of all, 
that the utmoſt care be taken in reſpe& of the 
leading qualifications of all thoſe that are en- 
couraged in their preparations for ſo momentous a 
ſervice—and that the ſpecial ſeaſon of exerciſing 
this important care is at the admiſſion of our youth 


into our ſeminaries of academical education that 
K this 
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this is the critical ſeaſon, when it is chiefly in the 
power of conſcientious tutors and managers to pre- 
vent the diſqualified from intruding into the ſacred 
office and that the enquiring out, and recom 
mending ſuch as deſerve encouragement, chal- 
lenge the general cares of the churches of Chriſt.“ 
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